
Memorial keepsakes are prolific, with inclusion of cremated 
remains, in particular, spurring production of many novelties. 
Barring religious prohibition, innovative alternatives to urn 
containment can be acquired through businesses specializing in 
processes incorporating entire amounts or portions. Striking 
assortments of merchandise are designed so that residual 
matter can be shared meaningfully with folks who shared 
lifetime experiences. 

COMBO SPECIAL 
Test Your Knowledge: 


Into what objects can cremated remains be integrated?


❓

It’s time for a test of your knowledge about objects 
into which cremains remains can be incorporated. Take a 
deep breath and focus. Relax. If necessary for the sake 
of an energy boost, help yourself to an urnful of 
popcorn while tackling this challenge. 


        1. In which household item can cremated remains

         be integrated?  


   a. a toilet seat 

   b. tangled wind chimes               

   c. a grandma’s rolling pin  

   d. a book about living well      

   e. all of the above




2. Which musical items can be altered to contain

   cremated remains?

   a. a virtuoso’s violin  

   b. an un-syncopated metronome


        c. a trumpet mute  

        d. drumsticks

        e. all of the above


3. In what garden equipment can cremated

   remains be incorporated?

   a. an excrement-gilded birdbath  

   b. a sundial listed in Seattle classifieds 


        c. a pair of muddy clogs   

        d. a package of powdered weed killer 

        e. all of the above


        4. Which piece of athletic equipment can be adapted 

         to contain cremated remains?

         a. a signed NFL football       

         b. a rubber home plate

         c. a warped tennis racket     

         d. a metal bicycle frame        

         e. all of the above




5. Which heirloom relic can be modified 

   to accommodate cremated remains?

   a. a cuckoo clock               

   b. the mouthpiece of a clay pipe    

   c. a teething ring               

   d. the engine cylinder of a Ford Edsel                            

   e. all of the above


        6. Into which sexually energizing object can

         cremated remains be embedded?

         a. an emerald-studded, dorky dildo   

         b. an aphrodisiac bar of Lusty Lather soap

         c. a wooden relief puzzle with 3-D anatomical

            contours, by HindsightForPlay, Inc.

         d. a “Rapid Fire Missile” videotape   

         e. all of the above


7. Into which item of personal hygiene might

   cremated remains be introduced

   by someone not thinking clearly?

   a. whitening toothpaste                

   b. defoliating wrinkle remover 


         c. a hair growth cream applicator    

        d. a nasal spray dispenser 

        e. all of the above




If you answered “all of the above” to each of the 
questions, you were correct. There’s a bonus question for 
you: What do you think is inside the pencil you just 
used to take the test?


 Was it a dead giveaway? As this quiz suggests, token amounts 
of cremated remains can be incorporated into just about 
anything!  

From the mundane to the bizarre, people have integrated the 
substance of loved ones in unique manners. Some hunters have 
wanted themselves packed in shotgun shells. In one case, a 
widow had a cartridge company prepare cartridges bearing her 
husband’s particulate matter mixed with traditional shoot, 
followed by a gathering of close friends for the firing of two 
hundred and seventy-five of them! Sports enthusiasts can easily 
use correlated items, like the bowling fanatics who opt to get 
whacked around in bowling pins. One person’s well-known habit 
of holding doors open for people is behind a request to have 
her remains embedded in a doorstop. 

So, even cremated remains can inspire creativity! 

***** 



Excerpt from the recreational pre-planning book,  
Pondering Leaves: Composing and Conveying  

Your Life Story’s Epilogue 
(no longer available)  
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