
Commemorative Matchmaking:

Connecting Life Roles with Event Accents 

  
These are springboard thoughts, gleaned from suggestions and 
from actual funeral and memorial experiences. They are merely 
catalysts to turn on the thinking switches in planners’ minds.   
The examples offer a foundation to build upon, according to 
personal hallmarks and proclivities in concert with a planner’s 
creativity.   

ACTOR - Feature a performance at a memorial service, with a 
script prepared ahead of time… a biographical skit portraying 
aspects of decedent’s life. 

  
ANIMAL LOVER - Have person’s cherished pet attend a funerary 
event. Conduct memorial service at a zoo.

  
ARTIST - Have service in an art gallery, with decedent’s works on 
display, or a single painting on the altar or central site in a 
sanctuary. Show a video of collection of paintings.

  
ATHLETE - Give a representative sample of the sport to guests, 
such as a ping pong ball or golf ball, perhaps with the person’s 
name on it. Use relevant equipment as part of decorative effects. 
Conduct service in a gymnasium. Display trophies at funerary 
event and/or photos of the athlete in action. 
  
BARTENDER - At a reception have spouse or offspring serve 
drinks (with a knowledgeable “guardian angel” overseeing 
operations). Give guests a jigger glass, perhaps with person’s 
name on it.

  



BAKER (or COOK) - Give guests index cards with favorite 
recipes. Give them a favorite food to take home, with recipe 
attached. Choose certain people to be recipients of decedent’s  
well-worn cookbooks.  
  
BIRD WATCHER - Give guests a feather or a small bag of 
birdseed, wrapped in a fabric with bird design and an attached 
note… “for scattering in memory of___”. 
  
BOATER - Have a private family service on a pontoon boat 
(rather than a motor boat so that people speaking can be heard). 
Or conduct it by a lakeside in a park with boats in the water as a 
backdrop. Build service around the name of decedent’s boat. 
  
CARPENTER - Have a sample or replica of work on display. Give 
guests a bag of sawdust, small piece of lumber, or a tool, with a 
note attached. Have a poem read about the joy of constructing 
things.  
  
CONDUCTOR (Musical) - Conduct service on a stage, with focal 
display on platform where a conductor stands.  A gift could be a 
replica baton supporting printed prose about music or 
conducting.  
  
CRAFT ENTHUSIAST - Make-your-own ___ as the focal activity 
at a memorial gathering. 
  
DENTIST - Give guests a toothbrush, floss, etc. with a note 
attached. 
  
DRESSMAKER - Display a frame or mannequin bedecked in a 
garment made by decedent. Have person’s sewing machine with 
accompanying supplies as the central focal point. 
  



FARMER (vegetable) - Use bright colors as the motif, maybe in 
fabric on casket or draped over altar or central focal item. Use a 
bale of hay as a decorative element, or more simply, an 
arrangement of wheat laid on a table.  

FISHERMAN - Serve fish at a reception. Have decedent’s fishing 
pole and tackle box, etc. at service; Give guests lures or 
bobbers. 
  
GARDENER - Use favorite flowers at service or a reception. Give 
guests seed packets or bulbs for planting. Use miniature plant 
pots filled with favorite candy as favors at a reception. Include a 
butterfly release outdoors as part of the service. Give each guest 
a small plant.  
  
“HABITUATOR” - Highlight a frequent behavior of the decedent 
at a service or reception… for example, if he/she always made 
roast chicken for the family on Sundays, plan for a memorial 
service on a Sunday at which roast chicken is served.  
  
HOMEMAKER - Serve the snacks that were often provided in the 
person’s home. Use his/her dishes for decoration, or for serving 
food at a reception, or as an urn substitute for presence of 
cremated remains. 
  
LANDSCAPER - Request that a tree be planted somewhere 
significant in person’s memory, perhaps on Arbor Day. 
  
LINGUIST - Ask guests to pick a word that described the person 
or write a relevant sentence in his/her style; bring it to the event 
for sharing or collect for family.   
  
LOTTERY DEVOTEE – Give lottery tickets to guests with a note 
wishing them better luck than decedent just had. 
  



MOTORCYCLIST - Use person’s bike as a central focal point at a 
visitation or service, or parked nearby. Have someone ride it 
behind a hearse on the way to the cemetery.  
  
MOVIE BUFF - Have service in a theater, perhaps prior to a 
screening of decedent’s favorite movie. At a service, show a 
relevant video featuring the person or create one from photos of 
his/her life story. Give guests small bags of popcorn. 
  
MUSICIAN - Display decedent’s instrument on altar or other 
central site, perhaps next to an urn of cremated remains. Play 
some of person's favorite pieces featuring his/her type of 
instrument. Compose a song or make a playlist to be used at a 
service. Have someone read lyrics from a favorite song. 
  
OUTDOORSMAN - For decorations, use relevant symbols of the 
person’s outdoor practices, such as fishing poles, picnic cooler, 
favorite hat, etc. 
  
OWNER OF A CABIN IN THE WOODS OR ON A LAKE: 
Place person’s rocking chair at the altar or by casket at funeral 
event. Feature a rowboat or canoe filled with relevant items.


PARTYGOER - Plan a gathering at the decedent’s favorite spot, 
perhaps after a more formal ceremony.  
  
PILOT (Airline) - Have service at airport. Display uniform along 
with vocational acquisitions. Hang a map showing decedent’s 
usual routes. 
  
PHOTOGRAPHER - Designate particular photos to be given to 
guests, illuminating experiences person had shared with them. 
Have an enlarged poster of a meaningful photo as backdrop for 
ceremony.  
  



QUILTER - Plan a memorial gathering at which each individual or 
a small group of people works on a square, later to be assembled 
into a memorial quilt. 
  
SCOUT LEADER - Conduct a service at a campsite (perhaps 
limited to close companions), possibly for a weekend that would 
include typical scout activities and meals.  
  
SPORTS FAN - Decorate with insignia paraphernalia to highlight 
decedent’s favored team. Request team garments or colors be 
worn by guests. 
  
TAILOR - Construct homemade programs with a swatch of fabric 
on the covers. Give guests measuring tapes or assorted threads.

  
TEACHER  (of young children) - Pass out apples to guests.  
  
TRUCK DRIVER - Have truck parked nearby at proceedings. 
Honk horn in tribute during or following service. 
  
VETERAN (Military) - Use flags situated along a pathway to a 
funerary destination, like at the entrance to a church or funeral 
home, or to a burial site. Have people hold small flags as casket 
is rolled down aisle, etc. Afterward, give each guest a flag to take 
home. Drape casket in national colors or flag. Use a 
dressmaker’s frame or mannequin to display decedent's uniform. 
  
VORACIOUS READER OR WRITER - Conduct service at a 
bookstore. Read passages from one or more of decedent’s 
authored or favorite publications. Give guests a favorite book and 
plan a subsequent memorial gathering to discuss it.  

  



Whether arranging a commemorative affair following a death or 
as an aspect of advance planning for one’s own death, the 
personalized possibilities are prolific! Addressing this matter 
ahead of time is apt to feeling invigorating, while rendering the 
prospect of one’s own departure somewhat less onerous. Not 
only does a pre-planner experience the fulfillment of this event-
planning process, but it benefits family members, as well. If a 
future decedent plants some conceptual seeds, loved ones   

can develop elaborations of them. If presented with an idea, they 
can band together therapeutically to create an experience that is 
meaningful and memorable. 
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