
“FELICIT” AFFAIRS 
Community Commemorative Events 

 
As a funerary pre-planner, you may have so much change 
“burning a hole” in your pocket that you’ll want to provide for 
memorial experiences beyond the confines of your family and 
friends, directing your goodwill toward the community at 
large. Whether you choose to have a funeral or memorial service, 
or some type of communal gathering for your mourners, you may 
be intrigued by the possibility of either an additional or a variant 
form of commemoration.  


Consider “hosting” a different type of event posthumously.  
Besides serving as a mode for remembrance, it could represent a 
legacy contribution to not only those in the process of healing, 
but also for the pleasure of others. Ideas may spring forth simply 
by identifying a passion or an activity that you have enjoyed 
during your lifetime. You could plan a non-funereal memorial 
fling, perhaps even one that might be repeated annually… one 
that would bear your name and signature trademark.  
     

An exhibit or a performance, maybe a concert, would be a way to 
echo one of your interests. At one university, each June during 
reunion festivities an alumnus who was also a trustee is 
remembered through an annual garden concert. It is performed 
by a revered campus a cappella group that has spanned many 
decades. Printed programs identify the decedent as the driving 
force behind the event. Funds from a memorial endowment fund 
established specifically for this purpose ensure its continuation 
as a perpetual source of remembrance while serving as a 
delightful way to bring people together in a spirit of celebration. 
     

With a little thought, you might enjoy contemplating possibilities 
for a similar scenario. Develop some of your own ideas. Since so 



many folks are sports fans of one sort or another, this could be a 
starting point for consideration. You might offer to make a 
monetary contribution to a team in exchange for a game named 
and played in your honor, perhaps each year on the anniversary 
of your birth or death. To the organization’s benefit would be an 
assumed assurance that members of your family and possibly 
friends would purchase tickets and attend. Maybe they would 
even provide some revenue by renting a skybox for a group 
assemblage at a stadium. Imagine your clan hoofing it over to 
your favorite racetrack, sitting in the stands and hearing the 
announcer belt out your name as a pending race is introduced:  
“Following on the heels of the last race’s dead heat… coming up 
next is the Homer Stretchner memorial purse sponsored by the 
Better Days Foundation… in honor of a resolute winner whose 
wagered enthusiasm for racing never withered.” With your folks 
reflecting upon your zeal for horse racing, this could provide 
quite a thrill. 
      
For that matter, if you have been a racer yourself, think about 
subsidizing a named event such as a summer marathon, a 
cycling tour, or a regatta. Fishing enthusiasts might like to 
establish a spring tournament with demonstrations, hatchery 
tours, a competition, trophies, and refreshments. A turkey-calling 
contest may appeal to hunters. Any type of sporting event or 
even a gala of some sort held in your honor could include a 
charity fundraising element. Apart from any thematic ties, you 
could initiate volunteer days for a cause that is important to you, 
bringing together others to raise money for it in your absence.  
Through the website, www.volunteermatch.org, you can find 
opportunities that would likely mesh with your interests.  
     

Perhaps, though, your interests take a different direction. A bird 
watcher could arrange for an annual memorial walk through the 
woods, with a knowledgeable guide echoing the information you 
had acquired through the years. A butterfly walk through a 
meadow preserve could be led by an expert, as well. Or through 

http://www.volunteermatch.org/


sponsorship of backyard meetings for gardening enthusiasts, 
your appreciation of beauty would be shared. Maybe a hymn sing 
featuring your favorite pieces would give folks a spiritual boost.  
An artist could plan an annual gallery exhibition, possibly 
featuring the works of a neophyte whose education has been 
supported through your memorial fund. 


Maybe you’d like to support an experience for children. An 
untraditional dance recital, magic show, or infotainment type of 
presentation would capture the interest of many enthusiastic 
kids. For example, your family could book a pianist who adopts 
the roles of famous composers while dressed like them, 
conveying historical details about their lives. If you are a teacher, 
how about making arrangements to assure a yearly trip for 
school students to a local zoo, museum, theater, or planetarium 
in your honor? For older students, maybe an annual unifying 
project that would bring them together for a cooperative 
fundraising effort would be worthwhile. Or you might sponsor a 
traditional assembly or college lecture about an issue that you 
feel would be important to convey to student learners.  


Allocation of your resources within an educational realm could be 
simple, yet advantageous. Ideas might be as arcane as a 
summer training session for teachers to expand knowledge, 
glean new approaches, or address deficiencies. But whether it 
relates to students or teachers, an opportunity for either group 
could advance a cause you advocate.
      

Interest in psychological reinforcement might present another 
arena for your intervention. During times of serious illness and 
personal loss, individuals often develop kinship relationships with 
others experiencing similar circumstances. Stemming from your 
own encounters at some time, you may be motivated to fund 
measures for initiation or support of programs proffering 
emotional sustenance. Think about establishing: a social network 
for family members of hospitalized patients; diversionary outings 



or group assemblages for caregivers of housebound invalids; 
support groups for people with particular disorders; or perhaps 
hospital-affiliated bereavement gatherings with a structured 
service of pictures, readings, songs, and personal exchanges 
among people who may have met when loved ones were ill.  
     

Alternatively, maybe you’d prefer a venue that’s more 
recreational. The prospect of incurring pleasure could be 
enticing. In recognition of your homemade baked goods, how 
about an annual pie-making contest? Or you could bring back 
“the old days” and entertain in absentia a large group at a do-it-
yourself drive-in “theater.” Accessibility of portable rental 
screens, licensing, and equipment would make it possible for 
someone to show your favorites in places such as a parking lot, 
an open field, or a rooftop. And while they’re at it, a popcorn bar 
with assorted varieties, along with other traditional theater 
snacks would help to replicate a milieu that had been part of your 
routine. 


If one of your usual habits doesn’t arouse an idea, how about 
focusing on a particular day of significance to you? Anyone born 
on February 2nd might like to arrange for a Groundhog Day 
festival. Or choose an arbitrary date that will be “your” day for a 
special commemorative activity.  
     

So, what pursuits that you especially enjoy might be adaptable to 
this concept? Can you sponsor one of them in such a way that 
would bring solace to your family while enhancing others’ 
appreciation of the activity? While this type of arrangement 
would be a form of fiscal contribution, it would represent more 
than an outright donation. It could also help people grasp an 
essence of your life. The process of developing your own unique 
ideas for monetary disposition is potentially exhilarating!
     

Infinite possibilities for commemorative community activities 
serve as a reminder that there are alternatives to standard forms 



of financial bequests. You would need someone, or a group, 
willing to serve as an organizer or coordinator. 


Instead of automatically choosing expensive funerary 
arrangements and merchandise, you have the option of using 
funds for other purposes. Instead of automatically leaving all of 
your wealth to wealthy relatives, you can address the needs of 
needy folks, as well as depleted community programs. Instead of 
automatically designating a cause without considering how it 
relates to your life, you can take time to explore opportunities in 
greater depth. You can convert your savings, your investment 
funds, or your fortune into life for others, through experiences 
tied to significance in your own life. Whether it’s by entertaining, 
informing, educating, or supporting, you may have the capacity 
to buy time… meaningful time for others still engaged in life on 
earth!
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