Specialty Coffins from Ghana
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A funerary practice in Ghana has drawn the attention and
admiration of people around the world. Artisans design and
construct specialty coffins that relate directly to a role or
characteristic of the individual who has died. The tradition
began in the 1950s, based on a cultural belief that life
continues in the afterlife in much the same way as it did on
earth. The first creation was a fish-shaped version for a
fisherman.

Beyond local utilization, these African works of art, dubbed
“object caskets or “fantasy coffins,” have been exhibited in
far-reaching galleries and museums.

If youd like to be entertained by these depictions of
objects and animals, instead of visiting a museum or
gallery you would have to go no further than a
computer. Search engines will take you to all sorts of
images.

Or, first, fake a moment fo challenge your imagination by
surmising the nature of object coffins that theoretically
could reflect the following personal characteristics,
roles, hobbies, or habits of decedents. After determining
answers to the clues, then see how many of the
symbolic creations you can find pictured somewhere
online.
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A pack a day sent her permanently away
Tears of sorrow are hardly akin to the tears she
shed removing sKkin
Though stylish and smart, and the company head,
he'll take no more steps ‘cause
now hes dead
The effervescence of a classic life sucked out by
“the last straw”
Off to the great blue yonder... just another day for
up, up, and away
In spite of joining his team in strife, he got Kicked
out by losing the game of life
Biting more fruity sweetness than he could chew, he
choked and had to bid adieu
Cracked eggs he tended with tender loving care, but
a wing and a prayer couldnt

feather his own repair
Cut short by a tear in the fabric of life

10) Took a turn for the worse and landed on the fast

track to heaven

11) Guzzled a brew of potent ale, but didnt live to tell

the frothy tale

12) A spin around a floor of slate led to an

unchoreographed twist of fate

13) All he caught was a death of a cold when out on

the water many times untold

14) Delivered from Mother Earth after “"going down the

tubes”



Answers:

1) smoker's cigarette, 2) cook's onion,

3) executives dress shoe, 4) Coca Cola bottle,

5) pilots airplane, 6) soccer players sneaker,

7) pineapple, 8) farmers chicken, 9) tailors sewing
machine, 10) automobile, 11) beer bottle, 12) ballerina’s
toe shoe, 13) fishermans fish, 14) female reproductive
organs familiar fo an obstefrician
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Excerpt from the recreational pre-planning book,
Pondering Leaves: Composing and Conveying
Your Life Story’s Epilogue
(no longer available)
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