
Revealing Identity At Funerary Gatherings:
Boon or Bust?

       
While a funeral or memorial service is apt to be a passive 
experience for many of the guests, a visitation or reception 
represents an opportunity for active involvement in one way or 
another. It may be simply by engaging in conversations. 

You may choose to have a short receiving line so that 
immediate family members would be assured of contact with 
everyone there. 

Simple props, too, can encourage animation in the room.   
Name tags attached to clothing, with relationships to the 
decedent noted on them, may break the ice and prompt 
discussions.  

For example, one might read, “Office Colleague.”   

As Morti, the decedent, be glad you wouldn’t be there 

to witness the interaction when someone bumps into the 
person upon whose garment it was pinned. That would 
be Hedy Noggincapster, flaunting an oversized, round, 
flashy, green-striped hat that’s lined in red and 
accentuated by sparkly black dots, “pit-ifully” resembling 
a watermelon.  




After this unexpected physical contact, the inadvertent 
jostler proclaims, “Oh, you must be the woman Morti 
always mentioned when he was talking about unusual 
people working at his office. Based on what he said, it 
was clear that this person was a bit irregular. He 
always described each bizarre hat of the day and we’d 
all joke about it. What a lot of laughs we had!”  


Somewhat incensed, the flustered woman responds, 

“Off the top of my head, I have no idea to whom he 
was referring, but it certainly wasn’t me!”  “Oh, of 
course not,” says the chagrined bluffer. “Well, anyway, 
‘hats off to you’ ma’am, for being so headstrong and 
having the courage to come here today looking like 
that.”


Chalk it off to irritability and ineptitude due to loss.  Under most 
circumstances, name tags would facilitate genteel interactions.  
At least in this hypothetical case, the identification label 
triggered a personal exchange, though the subjects might 
momentarily have wanted to exchange places with Morti, the 
guy who had died!     

🫢 



Excerpt from the recreational pre-planning book,  
Pondering Leaves: Composing and Conveying  

Your Life Story’s Epilogue 
(no longer available)  
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