
Ending On A High Note: 
Musical Possibilities  

for Indoor and Outdoor Services 

🎶 
Making musical selections can be an uplifting component of a 
planning endeavor. When you consider types, styles, 
compositions, varied renditions, performers, and assorted 
venues, contemplating options is akin to a writer choosing 
words from voluminous listings in a dictionary or a 
mathematician computing numbers within an infinite host of 
combinations. Take a moment to fantasize about some of the 
possibilities.  

IMAGINE: 

Jazz music played as the casket bearing a jazz performer 
is conveyed down an aisle
A decedent’s own signature song rendered by an 
instrumental or vocal ensemble as guests file past the 
casket
The strings of a harp emitting gentle, heavenly sounds 
from an altar 
A solitary, “oompahing” tuba inspiring recollections of years in 
an Army band 
Soft background melodies during periods of meditation or 
prayer
The strains of a collegiate vocal ensemble singing a nostalgic 
reunion tune as a casket is carried away from a campus 
chapel 



The crisp reverberations of a brass ensemble resounding 
from the balcony of a sanctuary or the vestibule of a hall
The sultry moans of a bagpipe or plaintive wails of a violin 
being conveyed across cemetery grounds 
Recorded nature sounds of rain or ocean waves creating an 
illusion of outdoor essence during reflective moments indoors
The haunting message of finality in a bugler’s execution of 
Taps at the close of a military service
The chant of a Buddhist monk filling sparse chambers
The clapping of hands in rhythm with the zealous belting of 
African American spiritual classics
A professional vocalist deftly delivering stanzas of a piece, 
with guests joining in to sing the chorus refrains 
A Jewish cantor answering a summoning cello in conveying a 
psalm 
A mariachi band permeating a southwestern-style funeral 
within the home of a native Mexican 
A circle of mourners at a backyard memorial barbecue, 
singing gospel songs as the sun sets 
The rapturous lilting of a flute outside a woodland chapel, 
mimicking the movement of birds up above 
Echoes of a bell choir’s synchronized ringing from within a 
cavernous wine cellar 
The distinctive chirping of recorded bird songs filling an 
arboretum 
An accordion player in a nursing home, bellowing out familiar 
dance tunes from yesteryear 
The polyphonic choreography of assorted instrumental 
sounds emanating simultaneously from all corners of a 
sanctuary or hall 
An orchestra’s viola section, of which the decedent had been 
a part, reiterating sonatas they had played together
A crowd of mourners standing collectively while crooning a 
decedent’s favorite pop tune at the close of a service



A clock tower bell (repeating an old Scottish custom) chiming 
amid conspicuous silence the number of years a person had 
lived 
The recorded playing of a favorite or relevant piece as 
mourners leave a gravesite 
A reiteration of melodies sung by a Threshold Choir at the 
bedside as the decedent had journeyed toward death
The soporific caress of a beloved lullaby vocalized at the 
close of a sunset service

… Instruments and voices conveying expressions of the verbally 
inexpressible, symbolically echoing nuanced moods or directing 
attention to a person’s life.  

Indeed, as noted by Oliver Wendell Holmes, “Music is the art 
which is most nigh to tears and memory.” 

So take time to develop your own visions, your own medley of 
ideas that will establish the key for a signature service of tonic 
expression and recollections. 

🎺 



Excerpt from the pre-planning book,  
Pondering Leaves: Composing and Conveying  

Your Life Story’s Epilogue 
(no longer available)  
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