Remember When...?
Recollection Snippets As Conversation Triggers
At A Commemorative Affair
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At a commemorative gathering of family and friends,
reminiscing about experiences shared with the decedent is
therapeutic for the community of mourners. It is emotionally
nurturing while engendering camaraderie.

A means for stimulating thoughts and discourse of this nature
could be “Remember When...”cards scattered around the room,
distributed to guests, or placed on tables at receptions.

Humor might be introduced this way, as evidenced by these

fictitious examples that, in each case, reference the person who
died :

REMEMBER WHEN... Rusty Studs suddenly became
aggressively amorous on a first dinner date upon misinterpreting the
woman’s request for a little cookie, thinking that she had asked for a
little nookie?

REMEMBER WHEN... Patience laboriously constructed a
doghouse for the family Scottish terrier, complete with his name
carved over the entrance to it? But MacPiddle rejected it and refused
to enter the showpiece, choosing instead to take refuge in
Grandma’s old wicker basket with the plaid lining,.



REMEMBER WHEN... being a sex educator compromised
Fannie’s social graces at the church dinner? During the course of
stultifying conversation she attempted to interject a joke,
proclaiming in jest that everyone, male and female, has anatomical
parts configured sort of like balls. She noted that they either straddle
a chest or repose between legs... one set makes milk and the other
produces a honey. Prayerful silence ensued.

REMEMBER WHEN... Ziggie Cutler painstakingly juggled
words for writing a newspaper block advertisement to promote his
orthopedic surgery practice? Finally, after extended deliberation,

realizing that it was too lengthy, he chiseled and hacked until it
stated succinctly, “GIVE ME A BREAK!”
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These sorts of conversation prompts were effectively used at an
actual memorial dinner, with a “Remember when...” card at each
place setting on every round table accommodating six guests.

It looked like a place card (but without a name) at the top of
each plate. Small decorative papers from a small note pad had
been folded in half so a field of red flowers with green stems
was visible on the front side. Inside each one was written the
word “REMEMBER...” followed by a circumstance that related to
the decedent’s life.

The intention was for each person to read aloud the one at
his/her setting and comment with an explanation that he/she
might recall or, if not, then solicit input from others at the table.



Notations referred to the following pool of incidents, quotations,
and circumstances for reiterative discourse. Though senseless
to a casual reader, these recollection triggers were meaningful
for folks who had known and loved the man whose life they
shared.

.. buffalo at the Schodack farm

.. holiday and Sunday gatherings in South Orange
the Seattle burlesque

.. Upsala College “professoring”

... chicken corn soup, the Sarasota scooter

... "Wigglesquirm” giving birth

... “Get that cat out of here”

... traveloque slides

... the exhausting boat row on Elk Lake in Michigan

... "P-rades”

... the garbage truck that landed in the front yard of the
Pine Street house

... the asparagus patch

... the ritual of counting church money on the desk in the sunroom

.. BAREASS meetings

... summer visits to the Lake Memphromegag plumbing-less camp in
Canada

... fausnaughts

... Charlotte’s first and only bike riding lesson

... the cherry bombs in the front bushes

... the student who drove over the front lawn and got stuck
on the nails planted by the police

... Indoor chats with the next-door neighbors across the driveway
between dining room and kitchen windows

... visits to Aunt Nancy’s house



... the pig that fell off the haystack
... the red and white polyester jacket
.. Sunday excursions to watch the planes at Newark Airport
... "Hold the onions, cheese, and mayonnaise”
... the 70t college reunion celebration
.. cousin pyramids
.. inaugural rides on the Garden State Parkway
before it was officially opened
.. being sent to the principal’s office
.. evening visits to “water the tomatoes” behind the garage

The memorial dinner was enlivened by conversations and
laughter sparked by the cards.
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Chances are, your mind is brimming with “Remember When”
material that pertains to your own life. This is something that
anyone can easily begin preparing now, designating a collection
box or starting a computer file and adding notations over time.
If you develop a list of reflections for your own future occasion
of this sort, be sure to inform your folks about its availability so
they can combine your contributions with their own
recollections. Guests at your commemorative affair would
undoubtedly treasure your input and, meanwhile, you can enjoy
recapitulating many of the joyful, amusing, or remarkable
nuggets of experiences that have shaped your existence.



Excerpt from the pre-planning book,
Pondering Leaves: Composing and Conveying
Your Life Story’s Epilogue
(no longer available)
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