
 Get Ready and Get Set… Before the Go! 

Surprising Words To Describe  
End-of-Life Pre-planning

Have the time of your life planning for the end of it!  Everything 
“from soup to nuts” is at a feast of POSSIBILITIES from which to 
choose your own courses of action.  

An era of MEANINGFULNESS has awakened the souls of human 
beings who might die someday. “Stiffs” are on their way 
out. People are loosening up as they seek to have distinctive, 
dynamic, and sometimes colorful affairs that bespeak their 
individuality. 

When functional, healthy, and fully alive, pre-planners can 
contemplate future funerary matters freely, without the burden of 
bereavement. ENLIGHTENMENT can be punctuated with 
HUMOR. Anyone who even tiptoes into the territory will see that 
dry bones of familiar standardization are being revitalized by 
funny bones of novel practices and products. 

Nowadays, one’s ingrained presumption of doom and gloom  
can be mitigated through an awareness of PROGRESSIVE 
PERSPECTIVES that render end-of-life planning palatable and 
ENLIVENING. When envisioning final arrangements for oneself, 
the sting of death is readily mitigated by a broad range of 
options and opportunities. And death actually can become 
incidental to an overall thrust toward acknowledging and 
celebrating personal UNIQUENESS. 



So why wait for others to determine your final arrangements?  
Why burden your family with an overwhelming task when tears of 
despair would likely dampen desired effects? Now is an ideal 
time for anyone, at any age, to experience the JOY of preparing 
for death.

A pre-planner can make informed decisions and record 
personalized plans for future use from a perspective of 
STIMULATING event planning.  

Abundant resources are readily available and easily accessible, 
lending INVIGORATION to the process of exploration leading to 
determinations.   

You have a priceless OPPORTUNITY to prepare a package of 
goodwill that someday, will represent the ultimate gift of a 
lifetime. Your own sense of accomplishment eventually will be 
surpassed only by the immeasurable appreciation of those you 
love.       

🍁
At birth, we emerge from water, 

like small creatures springing forth from ponds.  
We grow, like maturing branches on trees. 
We absorb sunshine and weather storms. 

Then, when life’s season ends, our bodies, like leaves, 
wither and fall gently to earth, the origin of our being.

Now there is inspiration for directing the wind’s course 
as it carries our “leaves” away.



 

Adapted from the pre-planning book,  
Pondering Leaves: Composing and Conveying  

Your Life Story’s Epilogue 
(no longer available)  
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