
Unconventional opportunities for bodily donation include 
outdoor resting places designated as labs. Certain 

institutions conduct reality-based study of forensic science 
by way of human decomposition research. 

☀ 
SUNNY SIDE UP


Could there ever be a finer place 

in which to repose when dead…


Upon a bed of silken grass, 

with chipmunks scrambling o’er my head?


As morning breaks, 

sunlight lifts shimmering dewdrops 


from my weathered tush,

Tickling my chest, blossoms drop, 

straying from an adjacent bush.


Oh, how blissful is the morn,

Is this how it feels to be reborn?




Chirping warblers call forth cousins 

to come on over and play,


Diurnal sleepyheads from the night 

show up to greet the day.


An assemblage of creatures gathers round,

Surveying my flesh that graces the ground.


Politely and congenially they explore 

this piece of art,


With so much territory to cover, 

they barely know where to start!


Instantly, though, the ants line up 

and march in strictest form,


Toward contours akin to Mount Everest, 
along pathways yet unworn.


Since the anklebone looks challenging, 

over a patella they traverse,

But when someone shouts, 


“the raccoon’s already there,” 

they signal their troops to reverse.




Ah, but soon they spot a route 

to the caverns of Sinus City,


Realizing if a skunk were to get there first, 
‘twould be such a


stinkin’, full-blown pity!


For look up ahead, 

this is too good to be true!


Those tunneled nostrils, 

so enticing to pass through!


Make haste, ye comrades, 

o’er this man at rest,


With an opportunity like this, 

we have been blest!


So you see, there’s more to being dead 
than wallowing deep in dirt,


Here, life swarms around my body 

that’s thankfully inert.


Though solving mysteries is my mission,

I’ve met new friends in this position.




Thus heaven hath spoken, 

the deed is done…


‘Tis glorious to repose 

beneath the morning sun!


😎


Excerpt from the recreational pre-planning book,  
Pondering Leaves: Composing and Conveying  

Your Life Story’s Epilogue 
(no longer available)  
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