McGurgles and More:
Thinking About Accents and Sites
for Your Own Memorial Gathering
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Once you've become acclimated to thoughts about the final
encapsulation of your life, you may be receptive to adopting a
pleasurable event planning mindset. Maybe you'll be more
attentive to novel funerary modes that you encounter.

Through the years, new musical, art, and literary expressions
will likely surface. Note poems and readings that speak to you
in special ways or musical pieces that really strike a chord with
you. When you read them or hear them, take the extra step and
make entries on a running list instead of merely thinking (and
then forgetting) that the selections would be especially apropos
for your funeral or memorial event. Maintain such notations as
part of your funerary planning file or digital folder.

Likewise, continue to be attuned to your surroundings, with an
eye toward identifying special places or things or people
well-suited to lend meaning when the time comes for
implementation of plans. For that matter, every aspect of your
projected strategies should be re-evaluated over the course of
time in case you have identified better alternatives or if
circumstances have changed.



And if you discuss the subject with other people, you may be
privy to their own intentions and be able to pluck some further
possibilities that you hadn’t considered. When you hear
someone speak of his aspirations, you just might think to
yourself, you lucky stiff, while inwardly wishing that you had
been the first to come up with that game plan. Perhaps you'll
decide to adopt some of other folks’ irresistible notions for
yourself.

So whenever you stop by McGurgles Tavern or the
Last Gasp Saloon to “belly up” for some suds, or when
youTre at the Cut It Off Salon for your platinum
rinse, remember fo perk up your ears. Activate your
antennae so you will be able to pick up statements
people are making about their funerary goals.

You may hear comments such as, "I'm gonna have my
guys get together at the Internet Sports Café so
they can watch a game and chug while looking at

my mug on a monitor by way of a tribute video. Won't
matter to me whether or not we have reservations,
‘cause I'll already be at the end of the line!”

Or, "Since I've always loved ‘hoofing it’ at a racetrack,
I'm gonna bet that a memorial event by the finish
line of a fast track would drive a winning ticket for
our family.’



Or, "I'm planning to have a service in the end zone of
our town football field.”

Or, "I was thinking about using the Flat Liners
Comedy Club for mine.”

Or, “"We're going to keep it simple. In conjunction with
my natural burial, everyone can just gather in the
barn and have some of those trademark wraps-to-go
from the Knelli Deli.” Someone else might add,
"Speaking of that, my relatives (who have always
called me ‘Porker’) told me they want to serve food
symbolic of me, so for my burial event, theyre going
to get a take-out order of pigs in a blanket”

Or, "After I'm cremated, I'm hoping to have a
reception at the Smoldering Ribs Smokehouse,
assuming the joint stays in business long enough. But,
if not, if their lights go out before mine do, then my
folks can host an affair at home, featuring stuffed
buns from the Hot Tushi Bar’

As you encounter such remarks, you may think, Wow,
what a great idea! and decide to change certain
aspects of your own plans.
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Unlike human lives, the possibilities are endless! k“\‘“



Excerpt from the recreational pre-planning book,
Pondering Leaves: Composing and Conveying
Your Life Story’s Epilogue
(no longer available)
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